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The Visit of Rev. I'r. Cheverus, Who Later Becatie a Cardinal

Was Called to Northampton in 1806 to Offer Consolation t¢ the Tw) Young [rishmen

Who Were Hanged for the Murder of Marcos Lyon.

Execution,

Incidents o the Trial and

The Priest’s Reception in the Town and His I*reaching

Tn the days of the great revolution in France,
the church as well as the state was the objcet of
popular dctestation. The noble and the pricst,
representatives of the institutions against which
the tm:asscs had a real or imaginary grievance,
were sent to the guillotine together. The new
rulers of Frapce having dispensed with God, no
longer needed his miunisters. Thc logic of the
mob is not always at fault. Many of the clergy
fied to other lapds, most of them to England,
where they were well received and m some Cases
were given an allowance by the British govern-
ment. Some found pleasant places as tutors in
wealthy families, whilc
schools for the children of their fellow-exiles,
the French nobles. '

Atnong the priests who found a temporary
home in England was Rev. John Louis Lefebvre
de Chevérus, some time bishop of Boston, Mass.,
aud cardinal archbishop of Bordeaux, France.
He was probably the first priest to visit North-
ampton, and becaunsc of that there bas been
always somc local intcrest in his personality.
After spending somc years in England and hav-
ing acquired & knowledge of the lunguage, Rev.
Mr. Chéverns cane to America on the invitation
of Bishop Carroll of Baltimore. He arrived in
Boaton in 1796, and therc had the pleasure of
mecting His dearest friend, Rev. Mr. Matigon.
They had known each other for years in France
and now joyfully resnmed the intimacy of their
carly student days. Gladly they became associ-
ates in pastoral work with the whole of New
England for a parish. Among thcir spiritaal
children were some Indien tribes in Maine, a
small number of Catholics in Rhode Islaad, and
a few in the ferming districts as fatr west as New
York. )

Father Cheverus was =znwious to visit the
Indians it Maioe, snd took the first opportunity
to make the long jonrney. With a staff, like an
apostle of old, and a guide to point the way, he

others established

begau & severe march th)ough the wilderness.
For a week he endured gr:at hardships, and at
last on a Sunday morping he drcw near to one
of the Indisn camps. .s he approached he
heard jm the distance miny voices singing in
concert, and soon discovired, 1o his great sur-
prise, that the chant was the well-known royal
mass of Dumont! Only on the most solemn
celebrations wase this griud mass sung in the
great cathedrals of Franie, and to hear it now,
amidst the Gothic arches of the forest, and by &
eavage people who had been destitute of rcsi-
dent priest for 50 years, was truly an amazing
circumetance. Three mnths he lived among
the Indians at O1d Town, on the Penobscot river,
and then, bidding them @ 1 affectionate farewell,
returncd to Boston.

Catholics were namerr as enough in Bostou at
that time to provide plenty of pastoral work for
the two priests, yet Rer. Mr. Cheverus found
time to interest hims¢lf in public affairs. Both
priests were well-kpown Jgures in the life of the
city. They lived toget! er in a fow rooms, very
simply. They were b ppy in their renewed
{riendship and their Jov : for cach other was the
subject of comment, cven in the press. The
Boston Magazine said ¢ f them: * Their fricnd-
sbip surpassed the atte>hments which delight
us in classical story, nd equaled the lowcly
union of the son of Ssul and tbe minstrel of
Isrzel™ And again: ‘'[u coptemplating them,
who can doubt that hu nau natnre is permitted
to approach perfection and assumc a ncar and
sweet rescmblance to ;he Man Dircinc? The
pagan world was full >f instances of lofty azd
virtuons conduct whic1 dignificd and exalted
Buman pature. The hiro, the seer and the sage
liad existed before Christianity was known: but
the saint is a ¢haracter which has been added to
the catalogue since. £ ocrates, the wisc and. the
good, had not, like £i. John, a master’s bosom
on which to lean his k :ad where all was purity
and love."”
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When the good people of Boston realized that
the Catholics had a church and a growing
congregation within the sacred precinets of the
old Puritan town, their astonishment was great.
But times were changed and the Revolution bad
devcloped the sense of rcligious es well as civil’
liberty. The policy of cxcluding people of
faiths other than the Puritan wss no longer
feasible in the Bay State, and yct it was the idea
of religious liberty held by the Puritans which

hed become incorporated in the new fedcral con-

stitution, Somc might question this statement,
since it has become the fashion to consider the
Puoritan as illiberal. Vet his conception of the
right of the individual to religious freedom, in-
herent in the citizen snd not conferred by
government, seems to-day to be generally
accepted. The Puritans believed that the state
is incomipetent to consider religions matters,
because such are wholly outside its province.
They left England and her church to get rid of
the tyranny which the state cxercised over con-
science. They did not believe in toleration by
the state, like the Baltimore colonists, because
tolgkation is not true frecdom. What they de-
manded was absolutc independence of the state
in religious affairs.  In orgamizing our govern-
ment the Puritan principle of state incompetency
in spirituals was accepted by the founders.
Religious liberty is the right of the citizen, and
the state protects him in the enjoyment thereof.
The state does not confer it, and cannot deprive
the citizen of it. This was the Puritan idea, and
it is also very good Catholic doctrine to-day.
The Puritans, to whom we owe this splendid
conception of a “frcc church in a free state,”
scarcely deserve the name of porsccutors so often
applied to them. Such people ¢ould mot be
illiberal in principle.. Perhaps their actions did
not always conform to their ideals. This has
been true of other sects. As an isolated com-
mutity in the old days, they had a right to admit
whom they pleased into their colony. They
-welcomed those whom they thonght would prove
compatible, “When others came uninvited,
they warned them off; if thesc rcturned they
punished them, not for any religious bclief or
lack of it, but for thc trespass against the
law:’ They loved Catholics and Quakers as
little perhaps as Christian charity wonld permit,
and the affection was doubtless reciprocated.
Yet they could put aside their dislike when
occasion required. Eliot, the apostle to the
Indians, proved a most delightfnl host to the
Jesuit Druillette, and they had a very pleasant
time together in the old house in Roxbary. In
Boston the Jesmit was alsocharmed with his re-
ccption (this was in 1650). His host, a retired
army officer, set apart a room that the good
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father might perform hi, religious duties undis-
turbed. The samec Jesuil went down to Plymouth
to visit the governor, al d in his diary mcntions
Bradford's kindness. T ie day being Pridey, his
thoughtful host gave b’ n an cxcellent dinner of
fish. 4

Very likely there wer: many similar instances
of kindly jntercourse i1 those old days. The
Revolution also must hive done much to destroy
the barriers that bigotr; had built up. Certain
it is that Father Cheveriisalways met with kind-
ness in Boston, and had much honor conferred
npon him by the citivens, - And in return he
loved the old town aui the American people,
whom he thoroughly understood. Rev. Mr.
Cheverus was probably the first priest to visit
Northampton, and becaase the oceas:on of that
visit was connected w th one of thosé awful
tragedies that are lon|' remembered in a com-
munity, and an acconnt >f which may be interest
to the older residénts, I may be permitted to
dwell on the affair at so ne length.

On November g, 1805, a horse with saddle aud
bridle, but without a ri| er, was found grazing in
the yard of John Bliss i Wilbraham. Suspicion
of accident or worse t the late rider led tos
searching party being f rmed, and on the follow-
ing day the dead body i f a man was found ju the
Chicopee river. The |>rehead was braised, the
back of the skull fraitured, and there was a -
bullct wound in the :ide. Two pistols were
found near by. In z valise attached to the
saddle were papers preving that the murdered
man was Marcus Lyo', aud that he had left
Cazenovia, N. Y., six days before, bearing letters
to people in Monson and other towns.

It was soon rccalled that two strangers I od
been seen in the vicinity on-the day bcfore
(which was the day ¢ ‘the murder). A party
was formed to purene be supposed murderers,
and the two men wcie captured on Tuesday
following. the murder, within 3o miles of New
York. An old pamphlitsays: ' It appears they
bhad no mistrust of beiag pursmed before they
were apprechended, and when they were taken
they made no kind of resistance, but professed
innocence and willingness to be searcbed and
brought back to this ste e for trial. Their names
were Dominic Dealy =1d James Halligan, both
Irishmen of foreign bi th. Halligau has lived
in Hartford, and was a roung man of good report
there. Ifisfall is quite nnexpected; his honesty
and integrity werc unllemished. Daly was of
riper years, and appe¢ared like a snbtile man.
Fe bad been buta shirt time in this country,
was married, and his -+ ife, mother and brother
lived in thie eastern pait of the state.”

From all the valley and beyond, the people
came to thetrial at Noz thampton. It took place
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on April 24, 1806, in the old meeting-honse.
“he town was never so crowded. Press and
pulpit and village gossip had already judged the
prisoners. They had no fricnds. .Strapgers in
2 strange land, and of a race and faith little un-
derstood and generally villified, their guilt was
presumed to be certain, The presiding judges
at the trial were Theodore Sedgwick and Samucl
Sewcll, James Sulliven was attorney-general,
and the prisoners had counsel assigned them.

The plea was mot guilty. Witnesses for the
government testified to the presence of Daly and
Halligan neéar thc place where the crime was
committed on the day that Marcus Lyon was
Yilled. Tbey were on the turnpike road ncar
the bank of the Chicopee river, going toward
Springfield, and when seen by two of the wil-
nesscs, were within 70 rods of the place wherc
the body of Liyon was found. The prisoners had
already admitted passing over the rozd on their
journcy from Beston on that fatal Saturday. As
to the pistols and their purchase in Boston, and
the bapk bills found on Halligan (testimony in-
introduced by the government), the court
decided that the evidence was so remote it ought
to have no influence on the jury.

The convietion of the prisonecrs was secured by
the testimony of Laertcs Fuller, a boy 13 years
of age. Counsel for the defense argued at some
length against the boy's evidence becanse of his
youth. The courtconsidered the boy competent.
Fullcr testified :  On the oth of November I saw
two men on the turopike road, near my father’s
house, traveling westward. By aturu in the
road they left my sight for & time, butin a few
momients afterward I met the same two men,
with a horee, coming east. The horsc was the
one belonging to Marcus Lyon, as 1 have already
proved. I followed the meu. One of them soon

rod¢ away upon the horse, the other turned and-

looked sharply at me. He was Daly, the prisoner
at the bar.” In reference to this testimony, in
his charge to the jury near the close of the trial,
the judgc said: ‘‘If you belicve the witness,
Fuller, you must convict.”

There was 1o witness for the defense, but their
counsel, Francis Blake of Worcester, made a
“lengthy, learned and elegant plea.” Mr. Blake
argued that presumptive cvidence, upon which
the government relied, must always prove in-
sufficient for conviction iu cepitsl cases. In
regard to the positive testimony of the boy
Fullcr, it was hinted by Mr. Blake that perhaps
the: boy had becn ‘'‘scduced tof trensfer
the gnilt from the real murderer to these unfor-
tunate Irishmep.’' He warned the jury of race
prejudice—*‘the inveterate hostility against the
people of that wretched country from wlhich the
prisoners have emigrated, for which the peoplc

of New England are pecul arly distingunished.
How far this hostility is the ‘csult of narrow and
illiberal opinion, or how ‘ar justificd by the
character and conduct of those who have comc
among us, it is uot my privince, moy yours at
present, to decide. Do n:t, therefore, believe
them guilty because they a'¢ Yrishmen.” Asan
egample of Mr, Blake's hetorical style, the
following will do: * Tell Ir shmen that altbough
they are driven into the ccean by the tempest
which sweeps over their 1i.nd, which lays waste
their dwellings and deluge s their fields; though
they float on its billows, 1.pon the broken frag-
ments of their liberty and ndependcnce, yet our
inhospitable coast presents no Ararat upon
which they can rest in safi ty; that althongh we
are not cannibals, aud do aot feast npon human
flesh, yet with all our lioasted philanthropy,
which embraces cvery c'rcle on the habitable
globe, wehave yet no mer. ¥ for a wandering and
expatriated fugitive from [reland.”

The trial beganin the moroing, and just before
midnight {he jury, haviag been absent but a
short time, brought it a - erdict of guilty. The

- prisotiers were scntence’ to be hanged on Juue

5, 1806. . .

Rev. Mr. Cheverus waus much gurprised and
touched, his biographe: tells mns, by a letter
which he received frc o two young men in
Northampton who wete ' nder scatence of dcath.
Their letter, long aftervard found among the
cardinal’s papers, Leg ed bim to come and
prepare them for their « wiul end. They wrote:
‘ We adore in the judgi ient of men liable to be
deceived, the decrces ol providence. If we gre
not guilty of the ¢rime imputed to us, we have
committed other sins, ind to expiate them we
accept death with resiguation. Weare solicitous
only abont our salvatior.” Promptly did Fatbet
Cheverus accede to ticir wishcs. When he
arrived in Northamptot his reception, to say the
least, was not cordial. He conld get noaccom-
modation at the tavers s and the good people of
the town did not proffir him hospitality. Vet
we know he was a mas of good preseuce, aund a
gcntleman of such gond repute, as to be a wel-
come guestatthe best housesin Boston. Perhaps
he failed to bring leiters of introduction, but
whatever the reason, he was obliged to seck
shelter in the prison, and “‘ for many days he
lived with the prisone' s.” .

When the day arrivi d for the cxecution of the
prisoners, they madc a request that a razor be
given them in order ko ghave. T was at first
refused, but Father Cheverus pledged his word
that they would mot attempt their lives, and
then it was given th:m. He accompanied the
prisonersto the churc 1, where on such oceasions
ju those days it was . ustomary for a minister to



dcliver a funeral discourse. One was at hand to
perform the duty, but the priest declared that it
was the wish of the prisoners that he alone

‘should spexk to them, aud hé immediately

ascended the pulpit.

A very large andience had assembled and
noticing that there was a ' great multitude of
women,'’ e said in a stern voice: ** Orators arc
usually flartered by having & numerons andience,
but I am asbhamed of the onc now before me.
Arethere wen to whow the death of their fellow-
beings is a spectacle of pleasure, an object of
Curiosity! But especially you women, what has
induced you to comne to this place? Is it to wipe
away the cold dampsof death? Ts it to experi-
ence Lhe painful emotions which this scenc
ought to inspire in every fecling heart? No, it
is to behold the prisoners’ anguish, to look upon
it withtearless, eager and louging eyes. I blush
for you, your eyes are full of murder. Vou
boast of sensibility, and you say it is the highest
virtue in woman ; but if the saferings of others
afford you plcasure, and the dcath of & man is
entertainment for your curiosity, then I can no
longer believe in your viriue. You forget yonr
sex, you arc a dishonor and reproach to it.”

After the services in the church the prisoners
were taken to Hospital hill, and in the presence
of 10,000 people were exccuted. Scarcely a
woman was present, 50 terrible had been the
deunnnciation of morbid curiosity by Father
Checverus, says his biographer. Daly rcad on
the gallows and gave in writing to Gen. Matoon
the tollowing statement: *‘ Atthis awful moment
of appcaring beforc the tribnnal of the Almighty,
and knowiog that telling a falsehood would be
eternal perdition to our poor sonls, we solemnly
declare we are perfectly innocent of the crime
for which we suffer or of any other murder or
robbery; we never saw, to our knowledge, Mur-
cus Lyon in onr lives; and as unaccountable as
it may appear, the boy never saw one of us look-
ing at him, af or near a fence, or any of us cither
leading, driving, or riding a horse, and we never
went off the high-road. We blame no one, we
forgive every one; we submit to our fate as
being the will of the Almighty, and beg of him
to be merciful to us through the mecrits of his
divine son, our biessed savier, Jesus Christ.”’

In the “ History of the Comnecticut Valley,"
volume I, may bc seen the following: ** Asan
interesting fact connected with this (the murder
of Marcns Lyon) it may bc added that years
afterward, on his deathbed, the real murderer of
the mail carrier acknowledged his guilt, and
vindicated — too lete—the innocence of the lads
who were executed for the erime.”’

Fathcr Cheverus remained some weeks in
Northampton after the execntion, to the mutual

" delight of the people aud himself. He preached

several times in the meetipg-houseby invitation,
mingled in society and endeared himself to all
whom hie met. Many were surpriscd at the
courage vith which Daly and Halligan met
death, and thc belief in their innocence had
become widespread. Father Cheverns was ap-
proached and asked to tell, since from confession

he must surely know, whether they were guilty.

He seid he would give in lis next disconrse the

only reply possible to th: guestion. Before a

crowded church he cxple med the Catholic doe-

trine of confession, and | welt especially upon

the secrecy imposed on th 2 pricst, which he may

not break even to save s kingdom. When his

duties at last called him back to Boslon and he

prepared to say farewell ' he people begged him

to remain. He was wont [0 say that he found as

much difficulty in partii g from the people of

Northampton as he had i procuring shelter on

his first arrival. Two 1ears after his visit fo

Northampton, Father Clleverus was appointed

bishop of Boston by Popz Pius VII. The pro-

motion madc no change in his simple manaer of

living. Showing his one £ mall room to strangers,

he would say with a smi e, * Here is my episco-
pal palace-——opcn to cve ybody." He was still

thc curate of his friend Ds. Matignon, Willingly

would the doctor give him precedence in house

and church, but the dis.inction was kindly re-
fused. With the Adams::s, Shaws and others he

was more than cver ihe genial friend and

honored guest, while to his ardent admirer, Dr.
Chapning, whom Bunse:. styled the “Man of
God,” he was always {riternally loveble. The
great heart of the ‘“ Fither of Unitarianism ™

went out to his dear ‘‘% rother Cheverne,” ac he
was wont to vall him, in a splendid tribute to the
worth of the good bisiop: ** Who among our
religious teachers wou d solicit a comparison
between himself snd he devoted Cheverus?
This good man lived in | he midst of us, devoting
his days and nights anil his whole heart to the
service of a poor and u; educated comgregation.

Wes saw him declinin; in a great degree thc
society ofthecultivated wnd refined thathe might
be the friend of the iguorant and friendlcss,

lesving the circles of polished life, which he
would have graccd, fir the meanest hovels;

bearing with a father’s ympathf the burdens
and sorrows of his larg: spiritual {family; charg-
ing himeelf alike with their tcmporal and
spiritual concerns, and acver discovering by the
faintest indication thal he felt his fine mind de-
graded br his seemingly bumble office. This
good man, bent on hi: errands of mcrcy, was

seen in our streets und :r the most burning sun

of summer, aod the fie ‘ccst storms of winter, as

if armed against the :lements by the power
of charity. He has lidt aus, but not to be for-

gotten. He enjoysam. ng us what tosuch a man

must be dearcr than farr e. His name is cherisbed
wherc the great of this world are unknown. It

is pronounced with ble sings, with grateful tears,

with sighs for his rclarn, in tany an abodc of
sorrow and want.”

In 1823, Boston lost the good bishop. Louis
XVIII begged him to return to France, and the
king’s request was urjred by the bishop’s physi-
cians. The severity o our climate touched
him. At last he copiented and in tears bade
farewell to America. After a brilliant and dis-
tinpuniched career in his native Jland, full of
bonors, as peer of Fri nce, prince of the church
and cardinal archbish< p of Bordcaux, hc entered
thelifebeyond in July 1836.—Rew. P. H. Gallen.
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