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7. Original owner (if knewn) T, Tanry Ne I-iacf)rai'.;_
Original use B Regsidence
o~
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8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal _ Conservation Recreation
Agricultural , Education Religion
Architectural % Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention _
Commerce . Industry Social/
Communication Military Humanitarian '
Community development : Political = Transportation

9. Historical Significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

The Beeches was the home of Calvin Coolidge following his
presidency, The Coolidge family lived there from 1930 to 1937,
at which time Mrs. Coolidge moved to Washington Street. The
former president had died in 1933.

Coolidge began his legal carcer in Northampton in 1897 and at

that period boarded with various families on Round Hill and King

Street. 1In 1907 Coolidge began to rent a dwelling on Massasoit -

Street; the family remained there through 1930, two years after

Coolidge's presidency, when the steady stream of sightseers prompted

the move to more secluded Hampton Terrace.

The three story residence is sited on a 5 acre parcel of land

and overlooks the OX Bow flood plain, The mass is simple with
a deenly gabled L at the southerly corner, Windows are grguped
and divided into small panes. Dense shrubbery surrounds the

dwelling.

Berween 1899 and 1928 Coolidge served as a city councillor in
=4

Northampton, mayor (1909), state senator (1911), governmor (1918).
and vice-president (1920), He began his Presicdency on August 2,
wnen Warren G, Harding died. CSolicdge himself was elected in
1924,

Cracken, a professor of English at Smith College; it derlved its
name from eighty beeches plantad on the large property, The
home was dasigned by the New York firm of Richard Henry Dana and
Henry K. Marphy.

1923,

The 16 room residence was built in 1914-15 for Dr. Henry Mac-
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