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7. Original owner (if known) ¥y, Parker

Original use  ygp+a]
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-C

sequent uses '(if any) and dates Boarding house~ 1923, Inn ahd' restaur. 1976 )

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

|

Aboriginal , Conservation Recreation

Agricultural - Edutation Religion 0 ‘
Architectural b'd Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention :

Commerce Industry Social/ .

Communication Military Humanitarian

Community development X Political . Transportation

9. Historical Significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

The Cottage Hotel is important from an architectural »
spective in that it is exemplary of the Second Empire wode, i
prominent dealgn element being the mansard roof. The latter

was the rage in the Paris of the nineteenth ceqtury. a culnin
of the Romantic Classical Fotif. It €onnd its inspiration in
many of the sstentatiocus edifices in Paris lncluding the Louvre
Iuseum. However, it was also found in less grandiose sitructures
such as the Cottage Hotel where the thrce dlnen31onﬁl composition
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. 0of the mansard is‘elaborately defined. There is a certain ronuuen-

tality here but akin to thls is a unique quality of gracefulness.

The Cottage Hotel was built by a lMr. Parker and sold soon )
after to George Nye of Springfield. In 1901, Mr. Frank Twiss :
bought the building. A well-known conitractor at the Floresnce Sem:né
tachine Co., Mr. Twiss opened a bar in the hotel. 1In 1918, the hote
7ag partially destroyed by a fire and closed.

In 1923, Cornelius Reardon rcopened the hot el for the intent
of housing both permanent and transient bordsrs. It was ovned DJ
Clifford Clarkx, a real eSuate broker who leased it to lr. Reawrdon.

It offerecd accomodations %o workers employed in constructicn of the
Veterans Hospital.

The Cottage Hotel is known today as the Florence Inn. It is
still a deligh+tful place where fresh steamer clams can be enjoyed by
the residents of the village. Most significantly it has retained
that particular air or flavor prevalent in early inns and taverns.
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10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local hlstomes deeds, assessor's IGCOI‘dS
early maps, etc.) Hampshire Gazette: bMarch 26, 1901, Hovember &, 1918,
Mareh 28, 1923,
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