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. 7. Original owner (if known) Free Congregational Society of Florence -
( Original use church
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates
8. Themes (check as many as applicable)
Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion X
Architectural Exploration/ " Science/
The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military : humanitarian
Commuanity development X Political Transportation _
9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)
The"Free Congregatidnal Society of Florence" was organized
in 1863, : N
_ "respecting in each other-- and in all-- the right of
intellect and conscience to be free, and holding it to be
the duty of everyone to keep his mind znd heart at all times
p open to receive the truth and.follow its guidance, we set up
. no theological condition of membership, and neither demand nor
(; e¥peet uniformity of doctrinal belief; asking only unity of

purpose to seek and accept the right and true, and an honest
aim and effort to meke these the rule of 1life. And, recog-
nizing the brotherhood of the human race and the equality of
huamn rights, we make no distinction as to the conditions and
rights of membership in this society, on account of sex, or
color, or nationality."

The Society =-t in thelocal schoolhouse until Cosmain Hall
was erecved in 1874 at the junction of No. Maple and Meadow Sts. The

Hall serviced not only the Society, but the general community as well.
The seating capacity was nearly 700 and was open to the public without

charge.,

The Society continued to meet here until the second decade of
the '20th century. At that time this relatively small church was con-

structed across the street from Cosmian Zall, and the Hall continued its

: cont'
10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, ete.) "

1215 Atlas.
Jorthampton Directory: 1915, 1922 and 1930
rigstory of Florence, ed. by Charles Shefr
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9. Historical Significance

public functions until its demolition gid-century.
church services the Seventh Day Adventists.
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