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. Original owner (if known)

Original use_Library

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates

. Themes (check as many as applicable)

ﬁ\;bo?igi?al | ‘ Conservation - Recreation
gricultura Education Religi

C < gion X
Architectural % Exploration/ - Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian

Political Transportation

d

Community development

l

. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

Initial plans for the construction of the Lilly Library were
procured by Alfred Lilly in 1883. A biographical sketch of Hr.
Lilly reveals that he was one of the leaders in Florence; a
shrewd and innovative businessman. Prior to his affiliation with
the library, he served as president of the Florence Furniture Co.
and sought the incorporation of the Florence Savings Banik.

In 1888, Mr. Lilly selected nine persons which he organized
in corporative form as a library associlation. The cost of the
building vas $13,000 of which Alfred Lilly was chief financler. I%
was built in 1890 to serve the residents of Florence, Leeds and
Haydenville; it proved to be instrumental in encouraging novel forms
of literary works to permeate the area.

Perhaps the most appealing element is the architectural design
itself. The library is reminiscent of the H.H. Richardson Romangsque
Revival with its heavy masonry, turrets, rounded arches and bowed
fronts. The library connotes ruggedness but this is of a tasteful
sort. - -

By 1934, the library had approxinately 10,000 books and each
vas selected with the most careful discretion in terms of literary
and enteritainment value. It was at this time that religious
newsletters were placed on the library's shelf. X
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