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5. Description

Date 1929

Source Cfficial Memorial Took

) ) steel on concrete
Construction material zpytment ‘

Dimensions 1440' long=— 50' wide

Setting
Condition zood
6. Recorded by T. lonergan
o YHC
Organization
Teb. 19820
Date
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_7. Original owner (if known) Sounty of Hampshire

( Yriginal use bridee : )

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Abo?iginal Coaservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion

Architectural Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement “invention

Commerce Industry Social/

Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation %

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

The Calvin Coolidge Memorial Bridge was dedicated Cct. 12, 1939.
Constructed of steel, the bridge fésts on two concrete abutments and tfour concrete
river piers. The architects were Desmond and Lord, of Zoston, while Maurice leidy
and the W. & L. EIngineering Co., also of Soston, served as consulting en eers.
Theconcrete abutments are designed in the "onumental' style of the 1930'3, and acdcrned

with stylized eagles at the corners.

( - ; | o )

}Icrthampton and Hadley were two of the earliest towns in western Mass-
achusetts, and were first joined by ferry across the Conrecticut 2iver in 1453. '

During 1803 a compamy was incorporated for the purpose of constructing a bridg
This first bridge was built in 1808 and was used for nire years. The next tridse

was built form plans of Captain Isazc Tamon, the well-iqiown Yorthammton bridcze builder
and architect. This bridege was destroyed in 122L by flocd waters. In 1324 a new
covered bridgze was built, urder a joint contractwiih Cantain Isaac Tamon and “thiel
Towne. This bridge remained in use until 1877, when 2 tornado lifted it frecm the
opiers and drooved it into the water. The next bridze was an iron bridze, buils in

1877 by the Centon “rought Iron Zridge Co. of Chio. CTurins the early yezrs of this

century there was talx of a new bridge, but it wasn't until after ithe disasterou

n

flood of 1336 that such was done abtout it. The result was the present bridzge, a
memorial to Calvin Coolidge, ”"ortnannton'c most rnotable contribution to U.S. aistery”.

centinued,
10. Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.

Calvin Coolidze !‘emorial Zridze-~ C(fficial Zouvenir and Tribute Zook, Cct. 12, 1933

Q»- Yerthampton, M. '
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Commmity : Form No:
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Forthampton 19-8
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Name: cayyip Coolidge \!

. s . C .. . . immorial Brids
Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. Mamorial Sridge

"y

9. Historical Significance.

4 plague at the entrance to the bridge sums up his achievements:

1872-19372

Calvin Coolidge

Thirtieth President of the United States 1623-192¢
Vice Precident of the United States 192711928
Governer of Massachusetts 1915-13720
Lt. Governer of Massachusettis 1916~1913
President of the Massachusettis Senate 191L~1915
Massachusetts State Senator 1912-1915
tayor of Horthampton 1910-1911 (;
Member of the Massachusetts House of Representatives  1907-19C8
Eorn in Piymouth, Vermont July L4th 1872

v Dieu in Northampton Maussachusetts January 5th 1933

4 grateful State and Nation have erected this bridge

in commemoration of his distinguished services.

1939

Staple to Inventory form at bottom




7. Original owner (if known) Sounty of dampshire

- ( Jriginal use bridse )

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates

8. Themes (check 2s many as applicable)
Aboriginal

L Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion

Architectural Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement “invention

Commerce Industry Social/

Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation X

9. Historical significance (Include explanation of themes checked above)

The Calvin Cocolidge “emorial Zridge was dedicated Cct. 12, 1939.
Constructed of steel, the bridge rests on two concrete ztutments and four concrete
river piers. The architects were Desmond and Lord, of Soston, while Maurice Teidy
and the W. & L. Engineering Co., 2lso of Zoston, served as consul‘cing‘angin‘ebers.
Theconcrete abutments are designed in the Yonumental"” stiyle of the 133C's, and aderned

with stylized eagles at the corners.

Merthampton and Hadley were two of the earliest towns in western !ass-
achusetts, and were first joined by ferry across the Ccnrecticut 2iver in 1558, '
During 1803 a companmy was incorporated for the purpcse of constructing a bridge.
This first bridge was built in 1808 and was used for nine years. The nsxt tridze

was bullt form olens of Captain Isaac Tamon, the well-‘xown Yorthammton tridze builder
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and architect. This bridge was destroyed in 1224 oy flood waters. In 1325 a ne:
covered bridge was built, under a joint contrzctwith Cantain Igaac Tamon and Tthiel
Towne. This bridge remained in use until 1377, when 2 tornado lifted it from the

oviers and droooed it into the water. The next bridze was an iron bridze, built in

1877 by the Canton “rought Iron Sridge Co. of Cnic. Curins the early vezrs of Lhis
Q ~ J -

[V

century there was talk of a new bridge, but 1t wasn't until after the disasterous
flood of 13936 that much was done aktout it. The result wzs the oresent bridge, a

memorial to Calvin Coolidge, "Uorthampton's most rctzble contribution to U.S. nistcry”.
I 14

continued.
10. Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.

Calvin Coolidze l‘emorial Zridze~ Cfficial fouvenir and Tribute Zook, Cct. 12, 1937

& Yorthamoton, A,






