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9. Historica) significunec (include explanation of themes checked above)

The Nonotuck Silk Co. was organized in 1855 by Samuel L. HiZZ Samuel Hinckley,
Edwin Eaton, Alfred Lilly, Lucius and Ira Dimock, and J.D. Atkins. This compary
took over the site of the Northampton Silk Co., whwh had been established in 1836,
and operated by the Northampton Association for Education and Industry during the

early 1840's. The new company built a brick mill and from the very beginning was
a success.

The business steadily increased and in "1866 the company was incorporated.

New buildings were added at this site and the Company ezpanded to Leeds, Haydemville E

and Hartford, Conn. The firm manufactured "machine twist, sewing, embroicery, rope,
etching, and knitting silks in fast colors also silk hosiery and underwear.” 2”he'1§1rx
trade names, "Nonotuck! and "Corticelli'were knoun throughout the country. By the

turn of the century 800 hands were employed and between ]we and six thousand pounds

of rcw material a week were used in production.

The original ineorporators were all residents of Northampton and remained as

" directors and officers of the company for the remainder of their lives. This was

the largest and most important industrial concern in Florence and the directors.
played a leading role in many other area business activities.

The company continued to grow well into the 20th century. The First World
War, with tts cutoff of German textiles, caused a great expansion, and this carried
through into the early 1920's, the pericd of greatest loecal produection. In 1921
the company passed out of local hands with i1ts merger with the Brainerd and Arm-

strong Co. The new firm was named the Corticelli Silk Co. and incorporated in
Connecticut. (con's).
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