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2, Town ___NORTHAMFTON

Street address __L5 Elm Street

Name _Mary Ellen Chase (formerly
Burnham House)

Use: original & present _Home- now

college dormitory

Present owner __Smith College

Open to public No

Date_c1810 Style Federal

Source of date _see Bibliograyhy
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3., CONDITION Excellent Good Fair

Deteriorated Moved Altered Added
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4, DESCRIPTION

JUNDATION/BASEMENT: High Regular Low

back
clarpboards

front
WALIL COVER: Wood

’
He

ROOFTF: Ridge Gambrel Flat Hip Mansard

brick and stuecco
original front section has

eat 3

"orick lined"

Material

Brick Stone Other

nsard roof later addition

Tower Cupola Dormer windows Balustrade Griliwork

CHIMNEYS: 1 2 3 4 & Center End
STORIES: 1 2 3 4

PORCHES: 1 2 3 4

Interior

ATTACHMENTS: Wings Ell Shed scveral additions-

Irregular Cluster Elaborate

5ide and weap

FACADE: Gable end; Front/side Ornament

PORTICO pillared front doorBalcony yes

Entrance: Side Iront: Center/Side Details:

.
hr‘nn'f‘ﬁ co-with-eclassic—columns

Windows:

Corners: Plain Pilasters Quoins Cornerboard

5. Indicate location of building in relation to
nearest cross streets and other buildings
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Spacing: Regular/Irregular Identical/Var_i_g_g Palladian window. ovenr
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6. Footage of structure from street __10
Property has L0 feet frontage on street

Recorder Miriam E, Peters

For _Northampton Historical Society

Photo#__________ Date 1970

SEE REVERSE SIDE

receiueed a2



RELATION OF SURROUNDING TO STRUCTURE L&

1. Outbuildings

2. Landscape Features: Agriculture Open Woeded Garden: Formal/Informal 5
Predominant features__ Formal planting around hovse
Landscape architect __Roderick Madleod and Smith Collese

3. Neighboring Structures
Style: Colonial Federal Greek Revival Gothic Revival Italian Villa Lombard Rom,
Venetian Gothic Mansard Richardsonian Modern College buildings

Use: Residential Commercial Religious Conditions: Excellent _Good Fair Deteriorated
College opposite Episcopal Church
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" GIVE A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF HISTORIC IMPORTANCE OF SITE (Refer and elaborate on

theme circled on front of form)

Starding on a part of what was one of the origimal grants of land given by
early settlers to welcome Deacon Jonathan Hunt, a later arrival from Hartford,
this house was probably built in the early 19th century by Elijah Hunt ¥ills,
the last member of the Hunt family to occupy the original land., He was the last
of five generations, and was one of four U. S. Senators sent to Washington by
Forthampton voters. He is said to have presided at 2 dinner given for Lafayatte
at the old Warner House here; and with Judge Sarmuel Howe, established and ran the
Forthampten Law School (sce Capen House). Afier Mills! death it was owned end
occupled by a Thomas Napier who cane here from New York in the 1830's, .among
many southerners who arrived at aboubt that time. He was a slav-auctionesr, an
anti-abolitionist, ahd called " a man of wealth and high society", His .opnosition
to the abolitionist dause is said %o have led to the establishment in Northampton
of an "underground railroad" station. He is recorded as still living here in
the 18L0's although the house was then owned by a Mr. Oscar Edwards,
and later by John Huntington Lyman. Mr. Lymen sold it to Miss Mary Burrhen
in 1877 to establish a school for young ladies vecause of the need felt by the
rewly established Smith College for better academic preparation for young women
viching to attend college, It remained part of the Burnham School until that
institution moved from Northampton £o a new campus. In 1968 it was purchased by
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Spith Collere. n amad M E1 Ch House t W oti fes T
BIBL]’O%R APOHYGAT\I B?SﬁﬁpﬁFEﬁg‘% ng_zgd aizliorfu& 0 honor the longtime professor and

Smith College Archives

Daily Hampshire Gazette December 5, 1953 article and picture

The Northampton Book 195) p. 15h

Some 01d Northampton Houses by Harriet J. Kneeland, Written for Betty Allen

A0

Chapter Ds&:Re Northampton,; 1909

RESTRICTIONS

Original Owner:__Elijah Hunt Mills
Deed Information: Book Number Page R Registry of Deeds
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Form B. 10M-6-71-049688






