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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community)

- The three-story block has a central entrance on the first .floor
with a store on either side. Conposite stone is used for trim and the
block is finished off with a bracketed cornice with frieze of eyebraw
windows, and capped by a brick parapet.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history
and how the building relates to the development of the community)

The Odd Fellows Block was built in 1911 at a cost of $30,000.
There were two stores on the first floor and the IQ.0.F. used the two
upper floors. The architect, Karl Scott Putnam, was the son of Roswell
F. Putnam, a well-known architect of the turn of the century period,
and was just beginning his career at this time. After graduation from
school he had interned for two years in the New York office of Edward \
Tilton and then returned to Northampton to join his father's firm. The /
elder Mr. Putnam died soon afterwards and Karl continued the practice.
In the early 1920's he joined Smith College as a professor of Architecture,
a position he held for over forty years. Mr. Putnam was .the most prominent
architect of the first half of the 20th century in Northampton.
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