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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community)

v

The house is 2% stories in height with pedimented end to the street. Within
the pediment is a round-headed window form, now covered. The two-bay Ffacade has
siz over sir sash windows on the second floor and a double entrance on the first floor.
The entrance is covered by a porch with flat roof, square posts and balustrade.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history
and how the building relates to the development of the community)

This house apparently dates from the 1830's, and is first mentioned in an
1836 deed as the residence of Marcus Moody. In that year the property was sold to
Enos Parsons, a "hair-dresser, who later became one of 19th century Northampton's
leading lawyers. Mr. Parsons lived here until 1845, at which time the house and ,
lot were sold to Henry Childs, co-proprietor of Bridg man and Childs , "'the largest )
book and publishing house in the western half of the state". Mr. Childs remained -
here until 1866 and it is possible that the house was originally built for him, replacing
the earlier residence. After passing through three quick owners the property was .
purchased by Josephus Crafts, a "broker", in 1870. Mr. Crafts maintained this as his
homestead for the rest of the 19th century. )
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