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1. Town Northax moton

Address 51 Main Street

Name

Present use Smith C

Prc,s(:;nt owher Smith Charities

Description:

Date  1855-66

Source Gazette, Decambar 26, 1345

style Victorian Renalssance

Architect Wi
Source: Gazette
Il .
f c

Exterior wall fabri - 3
Outhuildings (describe) rane
Other meuresc :_xj ning at

Venetian lig
Yote corni “—g

Altered 0 Date

Moved o Date
Lot size:

One acre or less he Over one acre

o
Approximate frountage 75 feet

Approximate distance of building from street

Orffamzauon

Date  -oxil i, 13275




<

o . -~ . [ o .
. Original owner (if known) Smith Charities

1

Criginal use Charitable ocrganization
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates none

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

- Aboriginal Couaservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural < Exploration/ Science/
The Arts settleiment invention
Commerce. Tndustry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian _x
Community development Political : Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explaration of themes checked above)

Ihe free~standing Swith Charities bu ilding at 51 *ain
Street was designed by William F. Pratt, a local architect, The
suilding typifies the Vict)flan version of the Renaissance Revival
(in contrast to the later revival exeTlefﬂea by the Masonic
block at 25 Main 3treet). The bulldi ng is of ashlar masonry,
- sind contains double-light Venetian windows., The corners of tae
oullding are carefully qu 1ned and the cutting of the details
( + 1s meticulous and crisp., The Victdrian chaveoter of the building
‘. comes through especially in the cl.,11L1th1ﬁ1 and bold scale
of the detailing,
1He monumental aspect of the Smith Charities buildiag
harmonizes with its purpose, Oliver Smith of Hatfield died in
1845 leaving a remarkable will, = ler by indigent childrxen and
oman wera to re"=iv financial assistance., 2ufus Choate contasted
2 wlll for Smith's unhappy valatives, but he was no match for
el Vebster who “”CCQS=_ul}y defended the =111, Countless
“cufs of Howthampton have benefited from Smith's genero ity

10. Biblography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
' carly maps, ete.)

Dally Hampshire Gazette, Decenber 26, 1865;
Historical Rezister and General Dirzctory of Northamston






