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Aawuiditect Karl Putnam
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-~ 7. Original owner (if known) City of Northampton

i

Original use school

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation

Agricultural Education X Religion

Architectural Exploration/ - Science/

The Arts settlement invention

Commerce Industry Social/

Communication Military humanitarian
X

Community development Political Transportation

|

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

This site has been used for a city school since the late
1870's. Williams St. was laid out in two parts during the 1850's
and 1860°'s. The part south of Holyoke St. was quickly developed with
small, vernacular houses, while that part north of Holyoke St. was
developed later in the 19th century, but also residentially. In 1873
this site was being used for a lumber yard by Moses Breck. It was
the only non-residential usage in the area. However, this gquickly
changed as the 1884 atlas shows a school on the site. This was the first
school for the area, which was developing quickly in response to the
industrial development on lower Hawley St. The original school was
replaced in 1913 by the present brick building.

AT

Karl Scott Putnam, a prominent local architect and educator
of the 20th century, was the son of Roswell F. Putnam, a well-known
logal architect of the 19th century. Mr. Putnam received his training
at Columbia University and spent three years in the offices of New York
architect Edward Tilton. Around 1910 he returned to Northampton and
joined his father's practice. After his father's death in 1911 he con-
tinued the practice alone. In 1920 he joined the Smith College Art Dept.
and was in charge of teaching architecture there until his retirement in
1952. Shortly after coming to Smith he and John Ames of Bcston were
commissioned to design a dormitory system. The Quadrangle, built between
1922 and 1936, shows Mr. Putnam's interest and familiarity with colonial
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continued

Springfield Daily Republican. December 30, 1912, p.10.

1873, 1884 and 1895 Atlases.
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Epicperf)’ Name: wililiams St. School

Indicate each item on inventory fomm which is being continued below.

9. Historical Significance. -

are mainly Colonial in nature, and pay such close attention to

accurate detailing that they are often mistaken for 18th century

originals. This school would be one of Mr. Putnam's early designs.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom









